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They said: " Peace is in the hands of the Lord of Decrees,

Whosoever opposeth him turneth right guidance into error;

Man is the bearer of the trust committed to him,

The lofty mountains refuse to carry it."

Our Lord ordained the sparing of blood,

And saved the believers the trouble of fighting.

The spies of al-Ashraf al-Ghuri returned ;

They informed him of a plot against him.

They said: " Beware of trusting to Ibn 'Othman's peace,

And know that he is treacherous towards you."

He believed their words, and starbed for Aleppo with his hosts

for battle;
He found the Turks [Bum] fully armed, and the quivers

equipped with arrows.
Such a struggle took place between the armies as would have

turned the hair of children white to hear of;
Allah gave the Egyptians victory over the Turks.
Their cavalry was seen at noon bearing down upon them.
Man knows not what is laid up for him,
Nor towards what destiny he is moving ;
Ibn L0thman had troops lying in ambush on his left,
Whilst our men were busy plundering the Turks,
They attacked on our right flank, and the Sultan gave a cry

for help.

And there were robbers by him.
He was thrown from his horse, and lay moaning;
His cousin Bibars and Ak Bai Tawil hurried up to his aid,
But courage cannot avail against numbers ;
They cut them up with the sharp sword.
Glory to the Lord of all movement!
Allah makes a cause for the death of each.
Al-Ghuri's defeat was a great surprise, written in history with

letters of gold.
What happened to him took place on the 2nd of Kejeb of the

year A.H. 922.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             '{'

[66]  I ask God to brighten the future, and that He should

make the gainer into the loser once more ;
That it may please him to remove shame from us by giving

revenge,
By bringing defeat on the head of the infidel;